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Abstract

This report describes a 26-year-old man who was so emotionally attached to his mother that the
mere thought of separating from her caused immense anxiety. The death of his mother after a
brief illness resulted in prolonged bereavement. However, the patient started seeing and talking
to his mother after her death, which led to huge improvement in his mood and social
functioning. His wife brought him in for consultation but no obvious psychopathology was
detected. This gave rise to the dilemma of whether to consider this a real psychopathology and
treat it, or to disregard this reported hallucination. No active treatment is being given to this
patient at the moment.
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